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Cancer. A Comprehensive Treatise. 5.
Chemotherapy. (1977) Ed. FREDERICK F.
BACKER. New York and London: Plenum
Press. 666 pp. $51.00 net.
The fifth in a series of 6 volumes on the
aetiology, biology and treatment of cancer,
this book offers a wide ranging survey of
chemotherapy. All currently used chemo-
therapeutic agents are dealt with individually
in some detail in the second half of the book,
and since it is concerned with the scientific
bases oftreatment, emphasis is placed on the
biochemistry of the drugs and their side
effects. Most chapters provideadequatedetail,
but there is little information on clinical
aspects oftreatment.
The first half ofthe book is concerned with
the basic principles of chemotherapy. Cell
kinetics, drug resistance and toxicity are all
dealt with in useful chapters, and there are
summaries of combination, adjunctive and
arterial chemotherapy, together with a sur-
vey ofthe attempts to treat malignant disease
in closed spaces. These chapters are, of
necessity, brief and are probably better dealt
with elsewhere. The final chapter in the first
halfis a very useful and thorough summary of
the problems and need for supportive care in
patients with cancer.
Following the chapters on specific drugs,
there are interesting and valuable chapters on
other techniques including Interferon and
Endocrine therapy. The final chapter is an
account of drug screening to discover new
agents and pointers to the possible differences
in malignant cells which might be utilised in
developing new agents.
The authors of this book obviously hope
that the reviews will lead to an increasing
rationality in the use of chemotherapy. This
is a reasonable hope, and it is a volume which
should be included in every library for
reference. The final factors which make this
book worthwhile are the excellent and ex-
haustive bibliographies accompanying each
chapter.
G. BLACKLEDGE
Current Trends in the Management of
Breast Cancer. (1977) Editor R. R.
BAKER. London: Bailliere Tindall, 169 pp.
£9.75 net.
The contributing authors are members of
the Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine. The book is divided into 5 chapters.
The first 3 chapters deal with the epidemio-
logy, pathology and radiological screening of
breast cancer. While all 3 chapters wereneatly
set out, with concise information under
various headings, the chapter on pathology
was particularly good in that clear descrip-
tions are given ofthe different types ofbreast
cancer, while at the same time correlating the
pathological and clinical findings.
The fourth chapter starts off well with an
excellent few pages on how to carry out a
detailed clinical assessment of a patient
presenting with breast cancer. This is fol-
lowed by a technical description ofthe various
forms of surgery practised and the results of
various, clinical trials are then discussed. At
this point, the author of the chapter, who also
happens to be the editor of the book, quite
dogmatically states hisviews onthetreatment
of breast cancer. A modified radical mastec-
tomy is regarded as the procedure ofchoice in
the majority of patients with breast cancer.
The use of postoperative irradiation is also
deprecatedinthatitmaybeharmful; noproof
orreference is offered insupport. Theauthoris
also against preoperative irradiation, but as-
tonishingly supports radiotherapy as the sole
means oftherapy foroperable breastcancer as
an attractive proposition; either irradiation is
harmful or it is not.
The fifth and last chapter deals in a
straightforward manner with the treatment of
advanced breast cancer. The chapter is up to
date in discussing the use of hormone-
receptor assays to help build up a logical
treatment plan. If one excluded the dogmatic
views on therapy, it is a readable book which
I would recommend to those just embarking
on an oncology career. The book would also
be useful to a clinician who wished to read an